XVIII
SYMPATHY

BUT there is one thing which we must
constantly bear in mind, and which all en-
thusiastic people must particularly recollect,
namely, that our delight and interest in life
must be large, tolerant, and sympathetic, and
that we must not only admit but welcome
an immense variety of interest. We must
above all things be just, and we must be
ready to be both interested and amused by
people whom we do not like. The point
is that minds should be fresh and clear,
rather than stagnant and lustreless. En-
thusiastic people, who feel very strongly
and eagerly the beauty of one particular
kind of delight, are sadly apt to wish to
impose their own preferences upon other
minds, and not to believe in the worth of
others* preferences. Thus the men who
148